Treatment of refractory lymphoma with methotrexate, VM-26 (teniposide), procarbazine, and dexamethasone: Cancer and Leukemia Group B study 7902.
Seventy-eight individuals previously treated with chemotherapy for non-Hodgkin's lymphoma were enrolled in a phase II pilot study employing methotrexate 100 mg/M2 iv (day 1), calcium leucovorin 10 mg/M2 iv and/or po q6h (days 2-4), VM-26 (teniposide) 100 mg/M2 iv (days 2 and 9), procarbazine 100 mg/M2 po (days 2-15), and dexamethasone 15 mg/M2po (days 2-8) (MV26PD). Thirty percent of the 78 patients treated had a response to therapy (8% complete, 22% partial). Twenty-four percent of patients with diffuse histiocytic (large cell) lymphoma had a response (12% complete, 12% partial). The estimated failure-free survival was 41% at 3 months and the median survival (death from any cause) was 4.5 months for the entire cohort. Two individuals, including one individual with diffuse histiocytic lymphoma, remain in a complete response for over 900 days. Significant hematologic toxicity and infectious complications were seen in this heavily pretreated group of patients. MV26PD represents an active combination of agents for the treatment of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. The optimal dosing for MV26PD remains to be determined.